South Carolina Education Oversight Committee (EOC)
Annual Standards Assurance Form

School Year: 2019-20

Application to Participate in
Educational Credit for Exceptional Needs Children (ECENC) Program

Please complete the information requested below concerning your independent school. This information
will be listed on the South Carolina Education Oversight Committee’s website, https://eoc.sc.gov/.

:n:epencdlen: zc:oo: :an:e::t ﬂolm ﬁ@ct/emd\/
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City, State, 2ip Code: ___ Greenville, 8¢ 8907
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Please review the standards below that are based on Act 247 of 2018. An “eligible school” is defined as “an independent
school including those religious in nature, other than a public school, at which the compulsory attendance requirements of
Section 59-65-10 may be met.” Please indicate whether your school has met or intends to meet each standard to ensure the
following academic and reporting requirements are met. The South Carolina Education Oversight Committee reserves the
right to request additional documentation to show the school is in compliance with state law. Failure to meet these
standards or reporting requirements will result in your school being denied or removed from participation in the program.

STANDARDS YES | NO
1. Offers a general education to primary or secondary school students. X O
2. Does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, or national origin. X ]
3. Is located in this State. ng O

4. Has an educational curriculum that includes courses set forth in the
state’s diploma requirements, graduation certificate requirements for
special needs children and where the students attending are K] 0
administered national achievement or state standardized tests, or
both, at progressive grade levels to determine student progress.

5. Has school facilities that are subject to applicable federal, state, and X 0O
local laws.

6. Is a member in good standing of the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools, the South Carolina Association of Christian l}ﬂ a
Schools, the South Carolina Independent Schools Association, or the
Palmetto Association of Independent Schools.

7. Provides a specially designed program or learning resource center
to provide needed accommodations based on the needs of exceptional ) O
needs students or provides onsite educational services or supports to
meet the needs of exceptional needs students or is a school specifically
existing to meet the needs of only exceptional needs students with
docu@ented disabilities.




REPORTING REQUIREMENTS YES | NO

1. If your school received any grants from Exceptional SC in school .
year 2018-19, then your school will report to the EOC the number Bl O
and total dollar amount of grants received in the 2018-19 school
year from Exceptional SC by September 1, 2019,

2. Your school will submit to the EOC by September 1, 2019 a ,
statement of services that documents your school: K u

(a) provides a specially designed program or learning resource
to provide needed accommodations based on the needs of
exceptional needs students; or

(b) provides onsite educational services or supports to meet
the needs of exceptional needs students; or

(c) exists specifically to meet the needs of only exceptional
needs students with documented disabilities.

3. Your school will submit to the EOC by November 15, 2019 the ,
school-level assessment results for all grades in the school and iﬁ O
for each grade with at least (10) students tested. Resuits should
be provided for English language arts (reading) and mathematics
achievement of students in each grade tested in school year
2018-19.

4. If your school received grants from Except|onal SC |n school year _
2018-19, the school will submit by November ) individual | N U
student test scores on national achlevement or state
standardized tests for any student in grades one through twelve
who received a grant from the program during school year 2018-
19. The data will be collected using a secure portal. No personally
identifiable information will be published; instead, the
information will be aggregated.

5. If your school received grants from Exceptional SC in school year |
2018-19, the school will submit to the EOC a copy of a }X‘] O
compilation, review, or compliance audit of the organization’s
financial statements as relating to the grants received, conducted
by a certified public accounting firm by November 15, 2019.

I assure that all documents submitted to the SC Education Oversight Committee for the
purpose of applying as an eligible school, as defined by state law, is true, accurate, and
complete under penalty of perjury in accordance with Section 16-9-10 of the South Carolina
Code of Laws. Failure to report to the EOC the required data will result in the school being
removed from the list of approved schools.
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Document A
Grants Received

Educational Credit for Exceptional Needs Children (ECENC) Program
2019-20

Independent School Name: HOPB HOOdeﬂ\l‘

An independent school participating in the ECENC Program is required to
submit the following information by September 1:

How many students in kindergarten through grade 12 were
enrolled in your school in the prior school year?

What is the total number of grants and total amount of grants

received in the prior school year from Exceptional SC? Please
complete the following chart and sign below.

If no grants for any qualifying student were received from Exceptional SC
in the prior school year, please indicate with “0” grants received and “$0”
in total amount of grants received from Exceptional SC.

Total Number of Grants Total Amount of Grants
Received Received
# 15 $  IH0.Qllo

Total number of grants is the number of individual children/students who
received a grant even if the school received more than one grant for a
specific child/student.

Signature: dMACM g \%(%0)
pate: ____3[31[90(G

Print Name of Signature Above: \5( Lj)ﬂn :B \SCAO}‘S
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Document B
Statement of Services

Educational Credit for Exceptional Needs Children (ECENC) Program
2019-20

Independent School Name: HQP@ ﬂ\oadem\ll

An independent school participating in the Educational Credit for
Exceptional Needs Children is required to submit a Statement of Services
by September 1 that documents that the school:

(a) provides a specially designed program or learning resource to
provide needed accommodations based on the needs of
exceptional needs students; or

(b) provides onsite educational services or supports to meet the
needs of exceptional needs students; or

(c) \ exists specifically to meet the needs of only exceptional needs
students with documented disabilities.

Please sign below and attach a statement of services.

signature: oA 3 Sneho

Date: 3 31)a01q
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As part of Project HOPE Foundation'’s lifespan of services for the autism community, Hope
Academy’s mission is to provide supportive classes that develop and celebrate each child’s
academic, behavioral, and social successes. These classes are designed to enable children with
autism to transition successfully from one-on-one intensive Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA)
therapy into classrooms. We serve children across the entire autism spectrum; therefore, we
have a variety of tiered classroom options to meet a range of needs.

Tier 1

In these classes (preschool - 5* grade), students with autism have gained sufficient
behavioral and social skills to participate as full members of a classroom family, focusing
on academics taught by mainstream teachers, based on South Carolina Curriculum
Standards. To support the academic needs of these students, we limit class size (no more
than 10 in preschool and 15 in elementary school), and provide an assistant. Teachers are
trained in ABA principles, which are incorporated into classroom management and
teaching styles. Our goal for these students is that they graduate into public and private
middle schools, equipped to thrive academically, behaviorally, and socially.

Tier 2

In these classes (preschool - high school), students with autism are ready to learn in group
settings but still require one-on-one instruction to maximize their potential. These classes
“bridge the gap” between ABA therapy and classrooms by providing both throughout the
day. These classes are currently capped at 8 students. The classroom is led by a teacher
and assistant who are Registered Behavior Technicians (RBTs), trained in ABA
methodology. The one-on-one portion of the day is provided by an RBT overseen by a
Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA). The curriculum is based on South Carolina
Curriculum Standards, developmental guidelines, and individualized therapeutic treatment
plans. Our goal for these students is to build academic, behavioral, and social skills. Some
students will transition into mainstream classes; others may continue to be best served in
autism-specific classes.

Tier 3

In these classes (elementary - high school), students with autism who are severely
challenged by communication deficits are focusing on gaining the ability to express
themselves, to interact with others, and to learn from their environment. These students
require one-on-one support for much of the day. Taught by facilitators trained in ABA, this
class focuses on functional academics, life skills, interests, vocational opportunities, and
experiences. For this group, our goal is to help students succeed by becoming independent,
productive, happy adults.



Document C
Assessment Data

Educational Credit for Exceptional Needs Children (ECENC) Program

2019-20

Independent School Name: J}bix: A(‘«(riefl)\ll

A school applying for participation in the ECENC Program must provide by November
15 the following:

School-level Assessment Results

In the chart below, please list the NAME of each national achievement
test that was administered and the grade in which the test is

administered for the prior school year. Examples include: TerraNova,
Stanford 10, Iowa Test of Basic Skills, MAP, PSAT, SAT, ACT, etc.

For schools that specifically exist to meet the needs of only exceptional needs
students with documented disabilities, please document how the school documents
students’ academic and social development.

English language arts

Grade Mathematics Other
(Reading)

BEYA mAp MAP

For each national assessment listed above and for each grade with at
least 10 students tested, please attach the results from the prior

school year. The manual provides a template for schools to use in reporting mean
scale scores, national percentile rankings, etc.
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Mc7<in/ey, COOPW & Co., LLC

ERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Independent Accountants’ Report on
Applying Agreed-Upon Procedures

Project HOPE Foundation
2131 Woodruff Road, Suite 2100
Greenville, South Carolina 29607

We have performed the procedures, as outlined in the letter to Project HOPE Foundation, required by the
S.C. Education Oversight Committee relating to Act 247 of the S.C. Legislature. These procedures were
agreed to by the management of Project HOPE Foundation. This engagement to apply agreed upon
procedures was conducted in accordance with attestation standards established by the American Institute
of Certified Public Accountants. The sufficiency of these procedures is solely the responsibility of the
management of Project HOPE Foundation. Consequently, we make no representation regarding the
sufficiency of the procedures described below either for the purpose for which this report has been
requested or for any other purpose.

The requirements, procedures, and associated findings are as follows:

Requirement: The independent school can document and verify that all grants received under the
Educational Credit for Exceptional Needs Children Program in 2018-2019 were for eligible children
enrolled in the school.

Management Representation: Management has indicated that the eligibility determination is made
by Exceptional SC — South Carolina Educational Credit for Exceptional Needs Children Fund
(hereinafter referred to as the scholarship funding organization or SFO). According to management,
the parent or legal guardian submits an application to the SFO for review and determination of
eligibility.

Procedure: To verify that grants received under the Educational Credit for Exceptional Needs
Children Program as passed through the SFO were for children enrolled in the School, the accountant
agreed scholarship by student name as received in check payments from the SFO to the school’s
records of attendance.

Results: School attendance records were examined noting all students that received scholarships from
the SFO attended the school for each of the four quarters during the 2018-2019 school year, except for
one student withdrawing.

Members
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants
S.C. Association of Certified Public Accountants

CPA 777 Lowndes Hill Road, Building 3 Suite 225 Greenville, South Carolina 29607-2191
America Counts on CPAS (864) 233-1800 Fax (864) 232-6971 www.mckinleycooper.com




Project HOPE Foundation
November 13, 2019
Page Two

Requirements: The independent school can document the total amount of each grant per child from
Exceptional SC. The independent school can document that no grant exceeded $11,000 during school
year 2018-20109.

Procedure: To verify the total amount of each grant per child from the SFO, the accountant examined
copies of scholarship payment checks received from the SFO. Accountant agreed the scholarship amount
received to the school’s tuition records.

Results: Accountant verified that each grant was recorded to the individual student tuition account in
the school accounting records, noting that all grants received were from the scholarship funding
organization. No grant received from the SFO exceeded $11,000 per student.

Requirement: The independent school returned a prorated amount of the grant to the SFO if any
student withdrew during the school year.

Management Representation: Management has indicated that one scholarship recipient withdrew from
Hope Academy during the 2018-2019 school year. The student withdrew during the first semester, thus
no scholarship was received for the student for the second semester and a prorated amount was
returned to Exceptional SC for the remainder of the first semester.

Procedure: Accountant examined attendance records, noting that the student attended for the semester
in which the scholarship applied.

Results: No exceptions.

Requirement: The total amount of each grant was used for tuition which is defined as “the total amount
of money charged for the cost of a qualifying student to attend an independent school including, but not
limited to, fees for attending the school and school-related transportation.”

Procedure: Accountant agreed grant amount received from the SFO to the school tuition billing records
to determine that all scholarship amounts received were applied to the student’s tuition billing record.

Results: No exceptions.

We have performed the procedures, where applicable, as indicated in the letter from the S.C. Education
Oversight Committee, as described in the first paragraph of this report. We were not engaged to, and
did not perform an audit of the Foundation’s financial statements, internal controls, or accounts, the
objective of which would be an expression of an opinion on specified elements, accounts, or items.

Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. Had we performed additional procedures, other
matters might have come to our attention that would have been reported to you.
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This report is intended solely for the use of the management of Project HOPE Foundation and specified
users as approved by the Foundation’s management and should not be used by those who have not
agreed to the procedures and taken responsibility for the sufficiency of the procedures for their
purposes.

Mcllinley, Cosper % Ce., LU0

Greenville, South Carolina
November 13, 2019





