






 

 

 

 

 

Request for Exemption of Standardized Testing Requirement 

 for the ECENC Program for The Barclay School 

 

Oct 1, 2019  

 

Dear Ms. Barton and Committee,  

 

Founded in 2009, The Barclay School is a small, nonprofit school for special needs students with diverse 

learning issues such as complex ADHD with anxiety, specific learning disabilities, Down Syndrome, autism 

spectrum disorder, pervasive development disorder, language processing, sensory integration disorder, 

pragmatic language disorder, auditory processing disorder, dyslexia, as well as a diverse group of secondary 

physical and psychological diagnoses which are commonly comorbid. All our students have Individualized 

Educational Programs (IEP’s) documenting their disability. Our approach is holistic, child-centered, and 

individualized. We focus on social, emotional, vocational, and academic skills.  

 

Research of special needs’ populations indicates that traditional testing for demonstrating the students’ 

acquisition of skills is both unreliable and ineffective. Therefore, we use multiple methods of research-based, 

authentic assessment: students’ work samples are collected over time, annotated and assembled in portfolios. 

Presentations, performances, and projects further demonstrate student mastery of topics and skills. Our 

curriculum is highly individualized and self-paced, class sizes are small. In addition, we use video and audio 

clips to share with parents, therapists, and professionals to maintain consistent expectations from one 

environment to another. This improves the generalization of new skills to new situations, particularly for those 

students with memory issues.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

When closer communication between home and school will benefit the child, we share daily observations with 

family and professionals via a journal that teachers, parents, and therapists can all and comment on the daily 

progress and changes in the child’s behavior, speech, academic, and life skills. This has been most effective in 

monitoring progress over time and for providing important clues for better diagnosis of underlying physical and 

emotional issues affecting the child. Authentic assessment, therefore, provides more useful data for determining 

when goals are met or need to be adjusted. It further provides us with more accurate and meaningful 

information to share with families and the other professionals and therapists who work with our children. 

Moreover in May 2018, the Educational Oversight Committee sent an independent Special Education 

Consultant to visit and assess our methodology. Cheryl D. Fitts authenticated, verified, and recognized our 

approach.  

 

If you have any further questions about our assessment or how it is used in our program, please contact me. I 

would like to take this opportunity to thank and invite both you and the committee to visit The Barclay School 

anytime.  

 

 

 

Gillian Barclay-Smith, Ph.D.  

Head of School  

 

 

 

 

 

 











 

 

The Barclay School 
1364 Cook Road 

Ridgeway, South Carolina 29130 
 
 
November 15, 2019 
 
BURKETT BURKETT & BURKETT 
Certified Public Accountants, P.A. 
Post Office Box 2044 
West Columbia, SC 29171 
 
In connection with your engagement to apply agreed-upon procedures in accordance with certain requirements of 
the SC Education Oversight Committee in its determination of our eligibility to participate in the Educational 
Credit for Exception Needs Children Program for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2019, we confirm, to the best of 
our knowledge and belief, the following representations made to you during your engagement. 
 
1) We are responsible for compliance with the requirements of the Educational Credit for Exceptional Needs 

Children Program. 
 

2) For the fiscal year ended June 30, 2019, The Barclay School was eligible to participate in the Educational 
Credit for Exceptional Needs Children Program in accordance with SC Education Oversight Committee 
requirements. 

  
3) We are responsible for selecting the criteria and for determining that such criteria are appropriate for our 

purposes. 
  
4) We have disclosed to you any communications from regulatory agencies, internal auditors, other independent 

practitioners or consultants, and others relating to our eligibility to participate in the Educational Credit for 
Exceptional Needs Children Program, including communications received between June 30, 2019 and 
November 15, 2019. 

  
5) We have provided you with access to all records that we believe are relevant to certain requirements of the SC 

Education Oversight Committee in its determination of our eligibility to participate in the Educational Credit 
for Exceptional Needs Children Program for the year ended June 30, 2019 and the agreed-upon procedures. 

 
6) We have responded fully to all inquiries made to us by you during the engagement. 
 
7) No events have occurred subsequent to June 30, 2019 that would require adjustment to or modification of 

your report. 
 

 
 
_____________________________ 
Dr. Gillian Barclay-Smith 
The Barclay School 
 
 




