
South Carolina School Accountability Overview: 
South Carolina’s Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) Plan

ESSA





Why are the report cards different from the past?

State Law
• Schools, not districts, receive 

overall ratings
• Overall rating based on 100-

point scale
• Each indicator also receives a 

rating
• Ratings must be:  Excellent, 

Good, Average, Below Average 
and Unsatisfactory

• Online report cards
• Other data required by law or 

proviso to be reported i.e. NAEP 
results

Federal Law
• Academic Achievement must 

only include ELA and math
• English language proficiency 

required
• Graduation Rate required
• Academic Progress left to state 

discretion
• Must have indicator for School 

Quality/Student Success
• Must report subgroup 

performance on all indicators



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Trying to merge the federal and state system can seem like putting a square block into a round hole



ESSA requires states to use a set of indicators to measure the performance of all schools. The academic progress,  
progress towards English language proficiency, and school quality/student success indicators are all new
under ESSA.

• Academic Achievement

• Academic Progress*

• English Language 
Proficiency

• School Quality/Student  
Success

HighSchool
ElementarySchool

Middle School

ALL ACCOUNTABILITY MEASURES MUST:

• Be applicable to all schools
• Allow for meaningful differentiation of schools
• Be disaggregated by student group (i.e., ethnicity, lunch status, gender, disability, etc.)
• Be valid and reliable across all schools

ESSA School Accountability: Required Indicators

• Academic Achievement

• Academic Progress*

• English Language 
Proficiency

• School Quality/Student  
Success

• Academic Achievement

• Graduation Rate

• English Language Proficiency

• School Quality/Student  
Success

*if deemed appropriate by the State



HighSchool

SC ESSA Plan 
How Points are Allocated for School Indicator Ratings

Indicator Elementary / Middle Schools High Schools 
Without ELP With ELP Without ELP With ELP

Academic Achievement 40 35 30 25

Preparing for Success 10 10 10 10

Student Progress:
All Students
Lowest Performing 20% of Students

40
20
20

35
17.5
17.5

N/A N/A

School Quality 10 10 5 5

English Learners’ Progress Toward 
Proficiency 

0 10 0 10

Graduation Rate N/A N/A 30 25

College and Career Ready N/A N/A 25 25

TOTAL 100 100 100 100



Ratings for Schools & Indicators 
Defined in state law 

Excellent – School performance substantially exceeds the criteria to 
ensure all students meet the Profile of the South Carolina Graduate;

Good – School performance exceeds the criteria to ensure all students 
meet the Profile of the South Carolina Graduate;

Average – School performance meets the criteria to ensure all students 
meet the Profile of the South Carolina Graduate;

Below Average – School performance is in jeopardy of not meeting 
the criteria to ensure all students meet the Profile of the South Carolina 
Graduate; and

Unsatisfactory – School performance fails to meet the criteria to 
ensure all students meet the Profile of the South Carolina Graduate.



Overall School Ratings
2015 NAEP Performance in SC
Reading & Math - % Students

% SC Schools and 
Ratings for 2017-18

Proficient and  Advanced- 25 to 37%

Excellent – 15%

Good – 20%

Basic – 31 to 44%
Average – 35%

Below Basic – 21 to 35%

Below Average – 20%

Unsatisfactory – 10%

While the percentages will hopefully change with more schools scoring Average, 
Good or Excellent, the POINTS connected to each Rating will remain consistent.



Rank All Schools on Weighted Points

9

All  
Other 

Schools
90%

Priority 
Schools 
Bottom:

10%

CSI Schools: 
Title I 
Bottom 5%

CSI: Grad 
Rate < 70%

+



School Improvement Designations
Ranking of all schools using the            

Weighted Point Index

Priority Schools
Title I or Non Title I 

Bottom 10%

Comprehensive Support & 
Improvement Schools                     

Title I                         
Bottom 5%                       

Chronically Low 
Performing Subgroups

Targeted Support & 
Improvement Schools

(Focus Schools)           
Title I

Low Performing 
Subgroup Focus Schools 

Bottom 5%

Consistently 
Underperforming 

Subgroup Focus Schools                       
Bottom 10%

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Priority:
Any school with a weighted point index (WPI) in the bottom 10%.
Priority Schools will be identified every three years.
Cycle 1 will be abbreviated 2018-2020
Future Cycles of Identification-2020-2023, 2023-2026, 2026-2029, 2029-2032, 2032-2035
These schools will may not receive additional funding due to the increased number of identified schools in the CSI category.
These schools will have access to school improvement resources and professional learning offerings from a variety of SCDE offices and may be able to apply for special project funds to support improved student achievement should funding be available.
First cycle is 2018-2020. Thereafter, identification status is a 3-year cycle (e.g., 2020-2023).
If there are no funds, there are no plans that must be developed and implemented.
CSI
Title I schools with a weighted point index in the bottom 5% ; or
Any high school with a graduation rate of less than 70% ; or
Title I schools with an identified low performing subgroup for 2 identification cycles
CSI Schools will be identified every three years. 
Cycle 1 will be abbreviated 2018-2020
Future Cycles of Identification-2020-2023, 2023-2026, 2026-2029, 2029-2032, 2032-2035
State Funds-must be used to implement evidence-based strategies, practices, and interventions
Federal Improvement Funds-expenditures must meet federal guidelines for use
Transformation Coach – supports the school
Professional Learning Opportunities
Must develop a plan (School Renewal Plan)
Must submit progress monitoring and evaluation report annually
Must use evidence-based practices and interventions based upon areas in need of improvement
Separate by school type  (elementary, middle, high)
For elementary, middle  and high
Examine only Title I schools
Rank the overall WPI score and take the lowest 5% of each type 
Opportunity to exit at the end of the identification period (2020, 2023, 2026, etc.)
Elementary/Middle
A weighted point index above the bottom 5% and a Progress rating of Good
Identified subgroup’s points moves above the points of all students in the highest performing CSI school in the following metrics:
Achievement
Progress
Prepared for Success
Learning Environment
And a Growth Index (EVAAS) greater than or equal to 1
High School
A weighted point index above the bottom 5% and a 3% increase in the school’s average number of points earned in the college and career readiness (CCR) indicator
Identified subgroup’s points moves above the points of all students in the highest performing CSI school and a 3% increase in the school’s average number of points earned in the CCR indicator
Graduation Rate above 70% and a 3% increase in the school’s average number of points earned in the CCR indicator
TSI – Low Performing Subgroup (only kind this go-around)
A school with subgroup performance lower than the scores of the all student group in the highest performing CSI school when compared metric by metric.
Low Performing Subgroup Focus Schools 
First cycle is  abbreviated 2018-2020. 
Thereafter identification status is a 3-year cycle (e.g. 2020-2023).
Chronically low performing subgroup: If a school’s low-performing subgroup is identified as low performing for two consecutive cycles, the school becomes a CSI school.
Federal Improvement Funds-expenditures must meet federal guidelines for approval
Must implement evidence-based strategies, practices, and interventions
Professional Learning Opportunities
Must create goals with School Renewal Plan that address subgroup performance that led to the designation.
Must submit progress monitoring and evaluation report annually
Must use evidence-based practices and interventions based upon areas in need of improvement
Take the best (top of the ranked list) school in the elementary, middle, or high school CSI group and find the ALL STUDENTS index score for each metric (Achievement, Progress, Prepared for Success, etc.) 
For each school in the CSI group, check to see if ANY subgroup (n>=20) score is lower than the top school’s all student  index score for EVERY indicator.  If so, the school is designated as a Targeted Support and Improvement Focus School due to a low-performing subgroup..
Exit Criteria-opportunity to exit at the end of the identification period (2020, 2023, 2026, etc.)
Elementary/Middle
Subgroup(s) 3 year average percentage moves above the average percentage of ALL students in the highest performing (CSI) school in achievement and growth.
High Schools
Subgroup(s) 3 year average percentage moves  above the average percentage of ALL students in the highest performing (CSI) school in achievement and college and career readiness.




Schools with Unusual Grade Spans (SUGS) and the 
Report Cards they Receive

Primary Schools (PK-3) (PK-2)(PK-1)(PK-K)(1-3)(1-2)(2-3) federal identification 
based on location of preponderance of graduates. NO RATINGS

Elementary Schools (PK, 2-5)(PK, 3-5)(PK-12)(PK-4)(PK-5)(PK-6)(PK-7)(PK-8)(K-
10)(K-12)(K-4)(K-5)(K-6)(K-8)(1-5)(1-8)(2-5)(2-8)(3-4)(3-5)(3-6)(3-8)(4-5)(4-6) 
(5)(5-6)

Middle School (PK-7)(PK-8)(PK-12)(K-8)(K-10)(K-12)(1-8)(2-8)(3-8)(5-7)(5-
8)(6)(6-8)(6-11)(6-12)(7-8)(7-12)

High School (PK-12)(K-10)(K-12)(6-11)(6-12)(7-12)(8-12)(9)(9-10)(9-12)(10-
12)(11-12) federal identification and state ratings based on 12th grade location 
of preponderance of graduates unless it is a start up school in which case rating 
is deferred until a graduating class is identified.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Discuss SCASA Exec Board input

Highlight changes to the design. Discuss points, and point to ratings and spread (TBD).

Point out icons for:
Academic Achievement (ELA/Math)
Preparing for Success (Sci/Soc Studies)
ELP (TBD – working on this, not in Acct Manual)
Student progress – Value Added EVAAS. 

At the school level, the growth measure is a measure of progress relative to the growth of students in the average school in the state, called the growth standard. A positive growth measure indicates that students grew more than the average school statewide. A negative growth measures indicates that students did not grow as much as the average school statewide. 

For the first time in accountability, South Carolina will use a valueadded system to measure growth. Currently the value-added measures use EVAAS methodology initially formulated by William Sanders and further developed by Sanders and colleagues at SAS Institute, Inc. These procedures, while computationally complex, have a substantial body of empirical testing in research literature to support them. Value-added modeling is a statistical analysis used to measure the academic growth rates of groups of students from year-to-year using the Multivariate Response Model (MRM) to measure overall school growth and growth of the lowest 20 percent of students. MRM is an analysis for tests that are given in consecutive years. MRM measures growth between two points in time for a group of students. MRM answers the question: Did a group of students maintain the same relative position with respect to statewide student achievement from one year to the next for a specific subject and grade?  
 
The expectation of progress is based upon how the individual students within the group performed, on average, compared to other students just like them across the state. A value-added model then compares the group’s actual progress to the expectation of progress and uses statistical measures to determine whether there is evidence that the group made more than, less than, or about the same progress as expected. 

5. School Quality – AdvancED Survey. Looking at with respect to PART Rate. Making changes for next year
6. Classroom Enviro, Safety and Financial (No RATINGS)

High School DOES NOT HAVE Progress, but has CCR AND GRAD RATE







Definitions of Measures for each Indicator in 
the SC ESSA Plan



ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT INDICATOR*
IMPACTS ALL SCHOOLS 

Purpose of Indicator
To determine if students in a school are meeting state 
standards in English Language Arts (Reading and Writing) 
and Math.

What It Means
Overall, how students in a school are doing in 
Reading, Writing, and Math compared to state 
standards.

What Is Measured

Elem, Middle: Results on SC READY grades 3-8 in ELA 
and Math and corresponding alternate assessments

High: End-of-course grades in Algebra I and English I 
and alternate assessments

What is Reported as Part of 
the Indicator but NOT 
factored into the Rating

Information about the percentage of instructional 
time when both students and teachers are present in 
the school.

*Required indicator



ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT INDICATOR
IMPACTS ALL SCHOOLS 

Who are Included & 
Excluded

Elementary & Middle Students enrolled on 45th day 
and 160th day of the school year with no break in 
enrollment
High – Students in 4-year graduation cohort; 
Expectation is that students will take English 1 and 
Algebra 1 by end of third year of high school.

Excluded - students who are not initially English 
proficient and whose entry into the United States 
occurred after the 45th day of the prior academic year

95% Tested Rule 

If school tests less than 95%  eligible students, then 
the school's rating in Academic Achievement will be 
reduced by one rating level.

Schools that test less than 95%  eligible students must 
submit a plan to SCDE outlining how the school will 
increase the percentage of students tested.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Compares school to district to state in each area. Details takes a deeper dive into the data by proficiency levels.




STUDENT PROGRESS INDICATOR
IMPACTS ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOLS

Purpose of Indicator

To determine how students are growing or 
improving academically in English Language Arts and 
Math and how the lowest performing 20% of 
students in a school are growing academically.

What It Means

Measures how students in each school are making 
progress in Reading, Writing, and Math, regardless of 
where they started and compared to similar students 
throughout the state.

What Is Measured
The results of a value-added system that measures the 
academic gains of students on English Language Arts 
and Math, comparing them to their peers 

What is Reported as Part of 
the Indicator but NOT
factored into the Rating

N/A



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Student progress (shows overall, All studetns, lowest 20%)

At the school level, the growth measure is a measure of progress relative to the growth of students in the average school in the state, called the growth standard. A positive growth measure indicates that students grew more than the average school statewide. A negative growth measures indicates that students did not grow as much as the average school statewide. 

For the first time in accountability, South Carolina will use a valueadded system to measure growth. Currently the value-added measures use EVAAS methodology initially formulated by William Sanders and further developed by Sanders and colleagues at SAS Institute, Inc. These procedures, while computationally complex, have a substantial body of empirical testing in research literature to support them. Value-added modeling is a statistical analysis used to measure the academic growth rates of groups of students from year-to-year using the Multivariate Response Model (MRM) to measure overall school growth and growth of the lowest 20 percent of students. MRM is an analysis for tests that are given in consecutive years. MRM measures growth between two points in time for a group of students. MRM answers the question: Did a group of students maintain the same relative position with respect to statewide student achievement from one year to the next for a specific subject and grade?  
 
The expectation of progress is based upon how the individual students within the group performed, on average, compared to other students just like them across the state. A value-added model then compares the group’s actual progress to the expectation of progress and uses statistical measures to determine whether there is evidence that the group made more than, less than, or about the same progress as expected. 



PREPARING FOR SUCCESS INDICATOR
IMPACTS ALL SCHOOLS

Purpose of Indicator

To determine if students in a school are meeting state 
standards in the Sciences and Social Studies AND to help 
understand if schools are preparing students for success in 
critical areas

What It Means
How students in a school are performing in Science and 
Social Studies compared to state standards. 

What Is Included

Elem., Middle: Test scores on SC READY tests - Science  
in Grades 4, 6, and 8 and SCPASS in Social Studies in 
Grades 5 and 7 including alternate assessments

High: End-of-course grades in Biology and alternate 
assessment and U.S. History and the Constitution



PREPARING FOR SUCCESS INDICATOR
IMPACTS ALL SCHOOLS

Purpose of Indicator

To determine if students in a school are meeting state 
standards in the Sciences and Social Studies AND to help 
understand if schools are preparing students for success in 
critical areas

What is Reported as Part of 
the Indicator but NOT
factored into the Rating

For Elem Schools:
1. Number and percentage of students entering 
Kindergarten ready to learn
2. Percentage of 2nd graders on track for 3rd 
grade success in Reading and Math
For High Schools:
1. The percentage of students passing Civics Test



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Same as ELA/Math



Presenter
Presentation Notes
K-readiness information (summer survey) and KRA results 



Purpose of 
Indicator

To determine if students who are graduating from a high 
school are prepared for college OR careers after graduating.

What It Means

If students graduating from a high school are prepared for college 
or a career. 
Students earning a regular high school diploma from June 16, 2017 
through June 15, 2018

What Is Measured –
College Ready

To be college-ready, a student must meet one of the following:
1. Scores a composite score of 20 or higher on the ACT;
2. Scores a composite score of 1020 or higher on the SAT;
3. Scores a 3 or higher on an Advanced Placement (AP) exam;
4. Scores a 4 or higher on an International Baccalaureate (IB) 
assessment. Only higher learning (HL) exams may count; or
5. Completes at least six (6) credit hours in dual enrollment courses 
with a grade of C or higher.

COLLEGE & CAREER-READY INDICATOR
IMPACTS HIGH SCHOOLS



COLLEGE & CAREER-READY INDICATOR
IMPACTS HIGH SCHOOLS

Purpose of Indicator To determine if students who are graduating from a high school are prepared for college OR careers after 
graduating.

What Is Measured –
Career-Ready

To be career-ready, a student must meet one of the following:
1. Is a CTE completer and earns a national or state industry credential as 
determined by the business community; or
2. Earns a Silver, Gold or Platinum National Career Readiness Certificate on 
the state-approved career readiness assessment; or
3. Earns a scale score of 31 or higher on the ASVAB; or
4. Successfully completes a state-approved work-based learning program If 
students graduating from a high school are prepared for college or a career

What is Reported 
as Part of the 
Indicator but NOT 
factored into the 
Rating

1. The participation and passage rates for Advanced Placement (AP), 
International Baccalaureate (IB) programs, and dual enrollment courses;
2. College applications, college enrollment and FASFA completions;
3. LIFE and Palmetto Fellow Scholarship info
4. School, School district, and state average ACT and SAT scores.
5. Dual Enrollment/Credit success rate
6. CTE Enrollment and work-based Learning
7. Percentage College & Career-Ready









ENGLISH LEARNERS’ PROGRESS TOWARD PROFICIENCY*
IMPACTS ALL SCHOOLS

Purpose of Indicator To determine if students who are non-native-English speakers are meeting growth 
targets to learn the English Language

What It Means How non-English speaking students are progressing in learning 
English based on meeting or not meeting growth targets.

Key Definitions

ESSA requires data disaggregation for accountability purposes for 
the following subgroups: race/ethnicity, gender, socioeconomic 
status, disability and English learners (ELs).
EL population for subgroup reporting includes students who have 
and have not achieved proficiency (P1, P2, P3 or P4) or who have 
waivers from services (W).

*Required indicator



ENGLISH LEARNERS’ PROGRESS TOWARD PROFICIENCY*
IMPACTS ALL SCHOOLS

What Is Measured
Students’ annual progress toward meeting targets to 
proficiency. Any school with 80% or more of its 
students meeting proficiency targets is Excellent.

What is Reported as Part of the 
Indicator but NOT factored into 
the Rating

N/A

What is Proficient

*Required indicator

Rating % Students Meeting Proficiency 
Target

Excellent 80.0 to 100%

Good 60 to 79.9%

Average 40 to 59.9%

Below Average 20 to 39.9%

Unsatisfactory Less than 20%



Presenter
Presentation Notes
ELP – school to district to state. 

Only includes if there are 20 or more working on proficiency (taking Access) NOT 20 EL students.

Provides a number of links to additional information





GRADUATION RATE*
IMPACTS HIGH SCHOOLS

Purpose of Indicator To determine what percentage of students who entered the high 
school in the 9th grade, graduated in at least 4 years

What It Means How well a school does in graduating students in 4 
years or less.

What Is Included
Percentage of students who entered the high school in 
the 9th grade who graduated in at least 4 years

What is Reported as Part of the 
Indicator but NOT factored into 
the Rating

1) Dropout Rates

2) Dropout Recovery Rates ( where students re-enroll 
in a high school or Adult Education Program after 
dropping out)

*Required indicator







SCHOOL QUALITY* 
IMPACTS ALL SCHOOLS

Purpose of Indicator To determine if students are engaged in their school

What It Means This measures the quality of the student experience as 
measured by how engaged they feel. 

What Is Included

Student engagement levels determined by an AdvancedED 
survey given to students in grades 3-12
Percentage of students enrolled on the 90th day and enrolled 
through last day of survey (May 18, 2018) 

What is Reported as Part of the 
Indicator but NOT factored into the 
Rating

For Elementary and Middle Schools: 
- student retention rates
- wireless access rates and 1:1 capacity
- rate of chronic absenteeism
- % students served in gifted & talented program

For High Schools:
- Available career and technology education courses
- rate of chronic absenteeism 
- student retention rates
- wireless access rates and 1:1 capacity



SCHOOL QUALITY* 
IMPACTS ALL SCHOOLS

Participation will Matter

47 schools had 0 students complete the survey.
54 schools had fewer than 20 students
94 schools had response rate of less than 50%
Mean response rate was 85.6%
Median response rate was 93.9%

Points Earned

Points will be earned based on the average of the 
percentages of students identified as Committed in the 
three domains (Cognitive, Behavioral, and Emotional), 
and the participation rate of the school.

*Required indicator (School Quality/Student Success)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
School quality – has outcomes plus part rate. Additional info also presented 





CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT
IMPACTS ALL SCHOOLS – NOT RATED

Purpose of Indicator
To show information that is collected about teachers 
in a school

What It Means
Information to help parents and others understand 
about the teaching force in a school. 

What Is Measured N/A

What is Reported as Part of the 
Indicator but NOT factored into 
the Rating

 student-teacher ratios
 number of teachers in school
 teacher attendance rate
 teachers returning from the previous year
 teacher vacancies
 average teacher salary
 percentage of teachers with advanced degrees



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Same as info presented before



STUDENT SAFETY
IMPACTS ALL SCHOOLS – NOT RATED

Purpose of Indicator
To show information about unsafe incidents that have 
occurred at school 

What It Means

To show information about unsafe incidents that have 
occurred at school 
Per directive of Office of Civil Rights, 2015-16 data will be 
used for the 2017-18 Report Cards (out-of-school 
suspensions, expulsions, school-related arrests, etc.)

What Is Measured N/A

What is Reported as Part of the 
Indicator but NOT factored into the 
Rating

Percentage of the student population in a school involved in 
incidents occurring on school grounds, on school 
transportation, or at school-sponsored events

Results of student, teacher and parent survey dealing with 
school safety



Presenter
Presentation Notes
School safety. Required 15-16 OCR data



FINANCIAL INFORMATION
IMPACTS ALL SCHOOLS – NOT RATED

Purpose of Indicator

To show financial information about schools and 
school districts

What It Means This indicator breaks down how schools spend money.

What Is Measured N/A

What is Reported as Part of the 
Indicator but NOT factored into 
the Rating

Measures per pupil expenditures
Percentage of expenditures for instruction
Percentage of total expenditures for teacher salaries, 
Average teacher salary
Poverty Index



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Financial Data



Examples of Other Required Data with Indicators 
Not Used for Ratings

• Prime Instructional time
• Passage rates for AP, IB, dual enrollment
• FAFSA completions
• Average ACT and SAT scores
• Dropout rates and dropout recovery rates
• Retention rates, chronic absenteeism, wireless 

access rates

NOTE: Required components from ESSA or State Law 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Outlined in the Accountability Manual. 



Online Resources

SCDE website launch page with
Accountability Manual – LIVE as of 9/5/2018
Links to historical report cards
Link to the school/district report card portal 
Embedded reports and other documents
Information on accountability system

School/District report card portal

Expectmoresc.com
EOC website with information for parents and the public with 
recommendations on how the public and parents might help will be live 
with release of the report cards on November 15.

Accountability metrics statutory/regulator citations document

https://ed.sc.gov/data/report-cards/sc-school-report-card/


https://tinyurl.com/y98b8etc



Timeline
September

Accountability Manual released (with pending updates)
Finishing Report Card Portals and loading in remaining data
SCASA presentations
PIO meeting

October
Embargoed release of Report Card Portal for districts to review
Regional meetings with the principals 
Media discussions to start public release info
CSI/TSI information notifications (with training in at the Oct. Superintendent 
meeting)

November
Complete any necessary revisions
Launch of website www.expectmoresc.com
Nov. 15 PUBLIC RELEASE 



Next Steps

• Identifying those schools receiving new 
designations (CSI/TSI)

• Identifying lessons learned

• Addressing, in collaboration with the EOC, any 
edits to ESSA Consolidated Plan

• Working on 2018-19 Report Card platform 

• Engaging stakeholders



Questions?

John R. Payne
803-734-2738 (office)
803-606-8282 (cell)
jrpayne@ed.sc.gov

Melanie Barton – mbarton@eoc.sc.gov
Dana Yow – danay@eoc.sc.gov
Kevin Andrews – kandrews@eoc.sc.gov
803-734-6148

mailto:jrpayne@ed.sc.gov
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