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A Data Trailblazer school 

incorporates practices and 

policies that prioritize data 

privacy and ensures school 

staff are adequately trained 

in data security and privacy 

standards.
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Beyond the Headlines-
The EOC’s In-Depth look at the 

2025-26 School Report Card Data

Dana Yow, EOC Executive Director
Matthew Lavery, EOC Deputy Director

Information Item:
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Available Rating Points by School Type

Academic Achievement Indicator
Elementary schools: The percentage earning Excellent 
ratings increased from 25% in 2024 to 32% in 2026. At 
the same time, the percentage rated Below Average or 
Unsatisfactory declined from 21% to 10%.

Middle schools: The percentage earning Excellent or 
Good ratings increased from 36% in 2024 to 41% in 
2026. Schools rated Below Average or Unsatisfactory 
declined from 26% to 19%.

Student Progress Indicator
Elementary schools: Student progress ratings have 
remained relatively flat. The percentage of elementary 
schools earning Excellent ratings declined from 11% in 
2024 to 9% in 2026.

Middle schools: Middle schools demonstrated 
substantial improvement in Student Progress ratings. 
The percentage earning Excellent ratings increased 
from 6% in 2024 to 20% in 2026.



Available Rating Points by School Type

Preparing for Success Indicator (all Science) 
Elementary schools demonstrated modest 
improvement. The percentage receiving Below 
Average or Unsatisfactory ratings declined from 47% in 
2025 to 43% in 2026. Eighteen percent of elementary 
schools continued to receive Unsatisfactory ratings.

Middle schools showed improvement, but challenges 
remain. The percentage earning Below Average or 
Unsatisfactory ratings declined from 49% in 2025 to 
41% in 2026, while the percentage earning Excellent or 
Good ratings increased slightly, from 23% to 24%.

School Climate Indicator
Elementary and middle schools 
demonstrated improvement between 
2025 and 2026. 
The percentage receiving Below 
Average or Unsatisfactory ratings 
declined by 4 percentage points among 
elementary schools and 8 percentage 
points among middle schools.

Multilingual Learners’ Progress Indicator
Elementary school ratings have remained 
relatively stable. In 2026, nearly half (49%) 
received Average ratings, while 18% earned 
Excellent or Good ratings.

Middle schools have shown little 
improvement. The percentage receiving 
Below Average or Unsatisfactory ratings 
increased from 65% in 2024 to 67% in 2026. 
Only 4% earned Excellent or Good ratings in 
2026.



English Language Arts Performance 
(Elementary and Middle Schools) 

• In Spring 2025, the first operational SC READY ELA assessment 
was used after new ELA standards were approved in 2023. 

• New performance level cut scores were implemented.
• Therefore, the EOC does not recommend comparing results 

prior to the 2025 SC READY administration. 











Mathematics Performance 
(Elementary and Middle Schools) 

• SC READY Math results from 2026 cannot be directly 
compared with prior year scores because the assessment 
given last year measured different standards using a 
different scoring scale. 
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Available Rating Points by School Type
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High School Student Success Ratings over time
28%

31%

33%

29%

41%

31%

24%

18%

21%

11%

5%

7%

7%

5%

7%

2024

2025

2026

Excellent Good Average Below Average Unsatisfactory

CCR Ratings over time
35%

46%

61%

28%

29%

23%

27%

21%

12%

7%

1%

2%

2%

2%

2%

2024

2025

2026



Career-Ready Detail 
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College-Ready Detail 

2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26
ACT 20 or higher 11.30% 11.80% 12.40% 10.20% 9.00%
SAT 1020 or higher 20.50% 20.00% 19.30% 20.00% 18.30%
AP 3 or higher 14.90% 15.10% 14.90% 15.70% 17.00%
IB 4 or higher 0.90% 0.80% 0.70% 0.60% 0.60%
Dual Credit_ C or better 14.10% 15.20% 15.80% 17.50% 11.80%
Cambridge C or better 0.04% 0.04% 0.03% 0.11% 0.09%
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End-of-Course Assessment Performance
(High Schools) 

• Although the Algebra 1 test did not change this year, the recommended 
course sequence for High School mathematics courses did change, such 
that students are expected to take Geometry with Statistics in their first 
year of High School followed by Algebra 1. 

• This means that the sample of nearly 9,000 students who took the 
Algebra 1 exam this year (compared to more than 60,000 in previous 
years) primarily included students taking Algebra 1 later than expected 
(after a two-course sequence of Intermediate Algebra) or re-taking 
Algebra 1 after failing to earn credit for the course on their first attempt. 

• Therefore, Algebra 1 results cannot be directly compared with the prior 
year.

• Performance on the other EOCs is relatively flat. 





Key Takeaways
• Changes in assessments, scoring scales, performance expectations, or the 

composition of tested students can affect comparisons across years; 
therefore, messaging improvements should be put in proper context. 

• Per the directive of the cyclical review in December 2025, the EOC is 
committed to beginning a standard setting process in Summer 2027 to 
answer two questions:

1. What should schools be expected to achieve? 
2. What do actual school performance data tell us? 



Accountability Manual as a Policy Reference

• State and federal law establish what 
the accountability system must do and 
authorize specific bodies to build it.

• The ESSA Plan, SBE regulations, and 
EOC actions are specific policy sources. 

• The Accountability Manual is a policy 
reference that documents and applies 
policy but does not set it.



Working Towards Tighter Alignment 
• Two areas of misalignment between the Accountability 

Manual and the ESSA Plan were discovered and corrected:
• Accountability Manual had not specified that students in the graduating 

cohort never enrolled in USH&C were included in Preparing for Success with 
zero points ꟷ ESSA Plan specified inclusion with zero points earned

• Note: Report Cards had been calculated in accordance with the ESSA Plan

• Accountability Manual stated that schools who fail to test not less than 95% 
of all students were given a 5-point penalty and could not earn an Excellent 
rating ꟷ ESSA Plan specified a penalty of 10% of points earned

• Note: Report Cards had previously been calculated with a 5-point penalty



Process Improvements
• Closer coordination of efforts and improved communication 

between EOC staff and SCDE staff (and between EOC/SCDE 
and the field) led directly to discovery and correction

• Both agencies have committed to detailed comparison of the 
ESSA Plan, the Accountability Manual, SBE regulations, and 
EOC actions to identify and correct any discrepancies

• Part of the process for a necessary amendment to the ESSA Plan to 
be filed for already approved accountability changes for 2027 



Education Scholarship Trust 
Fund (ESTF), School Year 2024-
25: A Formative Review of Data 

Quality and Transparency

Dr. Patty Tate, ASA Chair

Action Item:



Alternative Instructional Methods 
Study, School Year 2024-25

Dr. Patty Tate, ASA Chair

Action Item:



Psychometric Review of WIN 
Work-Ready Assessments

Dr. Patty Tate, ASA Chair

Action Item:



Annual Report of the 
SC Teacher Loan Program

April Allen

Action Item:



Adjournment
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